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For sustained commitment and enthusiasm prowing student engagement and achievement in
marine biology through multi-dimemsil teaching and response to feedback

Context and contribution:

“It was always a pleasure attending class because you knew so much about each organism and you se
interested that it made me interested. You had the most helpful teaching style | have ever received. This w
subject that expected a lot out of me, but | learned more in marine invertebrates then | did in any other sut
information | learned has opened my eyes to newreatldesf and | have a better understanding of what | am
seeing because of you. Thank you for all your help and your enthusiasm for marine invertebrates.” (Anc
Thank you letter fromriedxzate Biology 2008).

With a teaching program undergignetddent and peer comments edl®atr time, and incorporating
lessons learned from themyedlsas from models eingxary teaching withirfigid, 1 have been able to
create a teaching program witmtingous spiral of improveriémit began to stand out in observing
exemplary mentor teachers agharheducation student and commmgnigati students while acting as a
tutor in marine biology subjects, was that antivg $epported by a meitsery, multi-styled program,
presented with genuine enthusiasm for thegdiedd, gmeater student wstdeding and encouraged their
respect and commitment to thestagbards of scientific thinkinlgas been my experience that the
prirllc(ijple teaching strategiesethgage learners and insure greatgretmmcy as well as motivation
Include:

Demonstration of enthusiasm fecsobptent and for learning, itself.

Development of an active and aceessibhunication style with students.

Creation of a multi-sensoryi;stylt approach to teaching tb teadiversity of the students.
Irr(nl?vative assessment that afimgents to apply knowledgestiplkitie-specific employability
skills.

Consistently producéinmd supportive feedback.

Openness and receptivisgudent and peer feedback.
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Using the strategies above, myingatas been highly successful as evidenced by both formal and inforr
peer and student feedbacke £865. Through my teaching | havetatadprogram that incorporates
these strategies is best created in response amityrécegtident feedbaddyring that my teaching
strategies are relevant to their needs, sumbottiee greater achiesetnand, deepening of their
commitment to high standards.

Recognizing the importafcgtudent feedback in ribigrd was a professidesdon | learned at JCU,
while tutoring in marine biology subjects from2R0@] daring which time | was able to establish close
communications with students and | became acatefitla@uaeducational negaksconcerns. They had
guestions of relevance regarding the curriculunthéefiriaicals were not dirikehe lectures, that the
assessment did little to prepare them for postgraghaais pnd/or the workplace, that they did not get
appropriate feedback so that they might makememis and that thers Vitde regard for these
concerns. | inherited the class mid semesterwitl2@08&,vantage point of understanding and respecting
the students’ needs, and havirgstablished rapport for communit@atfarther that process. Having
access to student feedback helped me shapetstiakagicthat benefitezl dtudents tremendously. For
example: a comparison of SEflént Feedback on Subjezds)ts between 2G0® 2006 on a scale

from 1-5 show that overall satsfattine qualitystfident learning experience, interest level generated by
the subject, quality of infawmatiovided about assessnegpirements, quality of comments on assessed
work and staff interest in assisting studesits tockeased on average by@dpproaching scale level 5
(outstanding). | had such succegstiagcand building upadeit feedback thabmtcmued to do so and

it has become one of my main tools for curriddsignreenhancing my teaching and achieving better
outcomes in student learning.

Criterion I: Approaches to thepport of learning and teaching thdluence, motivate and inspire
students to learn

The teaching strategies which | have developédreflacipies for which | have received recognition from
my peers and my students: enthusiasm, accesshtiity, &t diversity and multi-approach activities,
innovative assessment, conscientious feedbackcantintred interaction anthmunication with my
stuhdents. In so doing | have bdenalmeet students’ needse thisir enthusiasand improve their
achievement.

Enthusiasm for marine biology and for learning: itself
“Lindsay knows more than anyone how to motivate the students. She is so enthusiastic that you canno
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Many students frequently comment on my
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During my practicals, instead of having limitedmgpgeh®utcomes, studargsencouraged to learn on
their own terms, and study specimens they wamiirte, @dding depthhe subject and facilitating
application of knowledge. The model of activeth@arnutdjze requires studentake responsibility for
their own learning. It is a model that fosters a\eoogidet than competiéaening environment. It also
stimulates and nurtures intgdllecuriosityn studentsLindsay changes theratly quite clinical and
formal) practical environment with the use Sfexttaoreading and a haigay of posters, photos,
printouts, slides and specimendjvaoénd preserved. The prac ra@nisansformed into a colourful and
stimulating environment where statengshicouraged to interact with the materials, all of which pique
students’ interest and encouragesitu” (Peer review: Tutaryery different practical style than | have
ever seen before. It forced the student to takeainitidthis/her own learnistgad of being told what to
learn. The subject forced me to mature ademiastudent.” (SFT Manueetébrate Biology 2006).

Innovative assessment that allows students’ toydpmiwledge to discipline-specific employability
skills:

“I have always enjoyed planning assessment pieces with Lindsay, her approach to assessment is refr
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