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For the effective design and implementation of pedagogies that foster learner ‘connectedness’  
in a pre-service teacher education course. 

 
Summary and context of contribution 
 

The most form ativ e mome nt in my early lect uri ng car eer was a mot ivat in g fail ure.  For a br ief but powerf ul mom ent in 
Sem ester II, 2007, about 90 minutes in t o a philos ophy of reli gion lectur e, I became deb ilit atingly aware of the 
disc o nn ecti on bet we en theo r y and pra xis in my lect uri ng.  I felt  much like the teac her in Col in Thie le ’s (1950) poem, ‘Bird 
in the Clas s r o o m ’: ‘ The students drowsed and drowned in the Teacher's ponderous monotone - limp bodies loping in the 
wordy heat’.   
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Foundations of Education.  For ex am pl e, in a Rogaine GBL, stude nt s work in smal l group s to foll o w crypt i c clues to 
nav i g at e arou n d part s of the univ er s i t y signi f i c a nt to thei r candi dat ur e (e.g. Libr ary Curr i c ul um Coll ect i o n, Teac hi n g and 
Learn in g Centr e, Com p uter Labs etc.).  At each loc ati on st ud ent s find a pag e numb er of their textb ook whi ch is lin ke d to 
a cr ossw or d cont ai ni ng subj ect-spec ific conce pts.  The rog ai ne cre ate s comm u nity whil e conn ecti n g stu d ents to the 
phy sic al spac e of the univer si ty and to lear ni ng supp ort res ourc es.  In the oth er GB Ls st ud ent repres e n t ative s comp et e 
in game s incl u di ng ‘Qu ick Quiz’, ‘Picti o nar y’, ‘Cel ebr ity Con cept ’, ‘Poetry Ten nis ’ and ‘Detectiv e Dual ’ in ord er to revi ew 
cour se the ory and conc epts, and to red uc e exa m anxi ety.  Eac h gam e is linke d to a multi med ia Power P oi nt pre se ntati on.  
At the end of eac h rou nd, st ud ents select from an inter ac t ive electro nic board of ‘f amo us fac es ’ – a ‘Who’ s Who’ of 
the orists and cel ebr itie s.  Eac h cele brity or the orist is link e d  to an am usi n g or ins pir in g vid eo cli p rele va nt to the subj e ct 
cont ent.  As a ‘peda go gy for conn ect ed ne s s ’ I have use d GBL s  succ es sfull y to red uc e exa m anxi ety, foste r learn i ng 
comm un iti es, and ins pir e stu d ents to link sub ject cont ent to t he ‘bi g ger pict u r e’ bey on d the lect ure the atre and text bo ok.  
 

Stud ent feedb ac k in unsol i c i t ed emai l s after GBLs illu s t r at es the moti v at i on al effec t s that pedag og i e s of conn ect e d n es s 
hav e, even in larg er subj ect coh orts: 
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