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The multiple choice question (MCQ) format allows for the efficient assessment of a wide range of 
content for large numbers of examinees.  MCQs can vary considerably in structure. Some of the 
common MCQ types are outlined in this document. 

Types of MCQs and examples 
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Which one of the following cranial nerves is 0%1-"#1'2)% for all movements of facial expression?: 

a) Trigeminal nerve (CN V) 
b) Facial nerve (CN VII) 
c) Vagus nerve (CN X) 
d) Hypoglossal nerve (CN XII) 

3.%#(0'"42(1%5*+,)&'-)%*./"'.%*6'&/*$'7#%&&%*,1%5*(1*&/%*1&%+*(may have more than one MCQ based on 
the vignette) 

Questions 1-3 relate to the following clinical vignette. 

Mary is a 10-year-old female who was diagnosed with 5'(2%&%1*+%))'&,1 two years ago and is 
subsequently taking insulin.  Over the past 48 hours, Mary has complained of generalised fatigue, fever, 
thirst, loss of appetite, nausea, vomiting and frequent urination.  Due to not eating, her mother has given 
Mary /()8*of her usual insulin dose.  Mary presented to the emergency department of the local hospital 
where she appeared pale, dehydrated and was hyperventilating.  Examination of her cardiovascular and 
respiratory systems were within #"0+() limits.   

1. Which one of the following is the likely primary cause of the ./(#7%1 in her blood pH? 
a) 
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