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(20.6%),	
  and	
  Stolen	
  Wages	
  (26.2%)	
  /	
  Stolen	
  Generations	
  (21.9%).	
  Child	
  protection,	
  social	
  security,	
  
education	
  and	
  wills/estates	
  are	
  also	
  identified	
  as	
  priority	
  areas.	
  Nearly	
  two	
  thirds	
  of	
  those	
  engaging	
  
in	
  education	
  or	
  responsible	
  for	
  someone	
  (a	
  child)	
  studying	
  reported	
  having	
  had	
  a	
  problem,	
  often	
  as	
  
bullying	
  or	
  harassment	
  with	
  a	
  racial	
  element,	
  for	
  example.!	
  
	
  

As	
  is	
  generally	
  the	
  case,	
  civil	
  and	
  family	
  law	
  problems	
  
in	
  WA	
  were	
  in	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  cases	
  left	
  unaddressed.	
  
As	
  one	
  example	
  of	
  this,	
  nearly	
  90%	
  of	
  those	
  with	
  a	
  
credit/debt	
  problem	
  had	
  not	
  accessed	
  legal	
  or	
  other	
  
advice,	
  help	
  or	
  information.	
  Most	
  individuals	
  appeared	
  
to	
  hope	
  that	
  the	
  issue	
  in	
  question	
  would	
  sort	
  itself	
  out	
  
or	
  just	
  go	
  away.	
  	
  
	
  

Suggested	
  strategies	
  to	
  increase	
  Indigenous	
  awareness	
  of	
  civil	
  and	
  family	
  law	
  issues	
  and	
  to	
  improve	
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An	
  article	
  examining	
  Aboriginal	
  and	
  Torres	
  Strait	
  Islander	
  access	
  to	
  racial	
  discrimination	
  law	
  was	
  also	
  
published	
  in	
  the	
  Australian	
  Indigenous	
  Law	
  Review.	
  	
  	
  

Paddy	
  Gibson	
  from	
  Jumbunna	
  Indigenous	
  House	
  of	
  Learning,	
  University	
  of	
  Technology,	
  has	
  travelled	
  
to	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  communities	
  conducting	
  fieldwork	
  for	
  the	
  ILNP.	
  In	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  this	
  work,	
  Paddy	
  
had	
  an	
  opinion	
  piece	
  published	
  in	
  The	
  Guardian	
  on	
  the	
  Abbott	
  Government’s	
  funding	
  cuts	
  to	
  legal	
  
services	
  and	
  Aboriginal	
  child	
  removal.	
  	
  

All	
  of	
  these	
  articles	
  are	
  accessible	
  on	
  our	
  website.	
  

The	
  ILNP	
  also	
  did	
  a	
  brief	
  radio	
  interview	
  on	
  Noongar	
  Radio!in	
  Perth	
  in	
  August	
  2014.	
  

In	
  February	
  2015,	
  the	
  ILNP	
  travelled	
  to	
  Melbourne	
  to	
  discuss	
  our	
  Victorian	
  Report	
  findings	
  with	
  legal	
  
services	
  and	
  how	
  they	
  might	
  best	
  respond	
  to	
  these	
  findings.	
  

The	
  ILNP	
  will	
  also	
  present	
  a	
  keynote	
  address	
  to	
  legal	
  practitioners	
  in	
  Perth	
  at	
  the	
  WA	
  Legal	
  Aid	
  
Summer	
  Series	
  (Civil	
  Law)	
  in	
  late	
  February.	
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We	
  would	
  again	
  like	
  to	
  remind	
  you	
  that	
  we	
  provide	
  updates	
  about	
  the	
  project	
  through	
  our	
  website	
  
and	
  Facebook	
  page.	
  	
  

ILNP	
  Website:	
  http://www.jcu.edu.au/ilnp/	
  	
  

ILNP	
  Facebook	
  Page:	
  https://www.facebook.com/IndigenousLegalNeedsProject	
  

………………………………	
  

This	
  will	
  be	
  our	
  final	
  Progress	
  Report	
  


