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• Cage/tank/pen number 

• AEC approval number 

Monitoring records should also show when an animal 
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the animals can be determined. This will in turn allow the animal technicians care for the animals in a way that 
will minimise the effects that the genetic modifications may have on their wellbeing. 

The monitoring of GM lines involves observing the animals at various stages of life, from birth until death or 
euthanasia, noting abnormalities at each stage including body weight, physical characteristics, reproductive 
ability, fertility/fecundity including litter size and changes in litter size over time. 

Once sufficient data has been collected, a report can be submitted to the AEC outlining the phenotype and the 
line can be approved for general use. 

Note that the phenotype referred to in the Code related to the animals’ day-to-day functioning and wellbeing 
when not challenged by experimental conditions, rather than a phenotype that related to specific physiological 
pathways that may only become evident once specific experimental stressors are imposed. 

Setting Humane Endpoints/Intervention Points 
When animals are used for scientific purposes it is the legal and ethical obligation of all involved to: 

• Ensure the animals are only used for the shortest period of time necessary for the scientific or teaching 
outcomes to be reached  

• 
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Related documents and legislation 
Animal Care and Protection Act 

Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes. 

 

Administration 
Approval Details 

Policy Sponsor Animal Welfare Officer 
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Appendix 2: Compulsory Humane Endpoints 
Humane endpoints consist of procedure and species-specific objective criteria: measurements or observations 
that indicate the development of pain or distress in the animals or that the animals have reached a point where 
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Appendix 3: Example Monitoring Records 
The next pages provide examples of monitoring records that can be customised for use and submission to the 
AEC with the AEC application. 

1. 
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