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For developing a framework to achieve student interaction and a strong student community that lays a 
foundation for ‘soft skills’ and motivates students to learn. 

OVERVIEW: SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTION AND CONTEXT 
This nomination outlines and provides evidence of my success over the last five years in working on improving 
student learning and addressing the national skills shortage in Information Communication Technology (ICT) 
through a range of engagement and transition strategies. Australian Computer Society figures show that since 
2003, the number of jobs in ICT has grown by 31%. However, there is currently a national ICT skills shortage 
with the number of domestic ICT students halved in this time1. Importantly, to be 'work-force ready' directly 
from university, interpersonal and communication skills, referred to as 'soft skills' in the ICT discipline, are a 
desired trait of graduates. I have addressed two significant challenges that face lecturers in ICT: invoking and 
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Peer Reviews of Teaching (2011 and 2012) resulted in significant interest from many disciplines:  
"POGIL inspired students to act collaboratively...Students were highly engaged with the tasks and with the 
reviewee, and displayed high levels of motivation…importantly they seemed to have fun without detracting 
from the overall lecture...a very positive contribution to ICT…they foster a wider set of life skills than simply the 
immediate subject material" (Reviewers comments from Veterinary Science and Business, 2011/2012). 
My innovative lecture/tutorial hybrid has resulted in significant recognition, including a JCU Faculty Citation for 
Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning (2012), positive student and peer feedback, an Australian Deans 
of ICT Teaching and Learning grant (2013) in collaboration with Griffith University. My use of POGIL is the first 
documented trial in the ICT discipline and my experiences and adaptation of it has been published (Myers et al. 
2012). The journal editor indicated the keen interest in this method in the wider community below: 
"We have to hurry your revisions. It’s unusual to read a POGIL paper outside Chemistry or Biology" (email 


